Play a Part )

A guide for playing a part in Growing In Faith

Start Here

On February 26th, 2006, during the Sunday service, we challenged each member to make a
financial commitment to the future of our church. Specifically, we asked each person to bring
two things to church that day:

1) A one time gift - We asked our members to bring the largest one time gift possible,
via check or cash, to give during a special offering at the Sunday service. As a church,
we raised $533,965 on that day! This money has since been used for the down payment
on our new property and for the beginning stages of the building process.

2) A commitment card -In addition to the one time gift, we also asked members to
make a commitment to give “over and above” their regular giving for the next three
years, ending in February, 2009. Our members committed to give more than $644,000
over this three-year period toward the building of our new church facility! Our members
continue to give faithfully every week toward our new church home.

This is where you’ve come in - we hope you will join us in this ongoing project we call
“Growing In Faith!”

3 Steps for Getting Involved

The purpose of this guide is to prepare you to play a part in this all-church step of faith.
It contains “nuts and bolts” information about making a commitment to Growing In
Faith. To keep it simple, we organized it around three simple steps:
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see inside for more on
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0 Pray About Your Part

Pray continually: give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus.

S UCCesSsSsS 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18

The success of Growing In Faith will be based on our willingness to listen to God and do what He
says. That’'s why the starting point for each member is to go to God in prayer and ask “What would
you like to give through me?” In that way, your giving decision will become an act of worship.

Perspective

There are two basic approaches to giving:

1. 1 can give based on REASON. Reason asks, “What can | afford?” This means, | look at

what | have, figure out what | can reasonably afford and commit that amount. It takes little
faith to give by reason.

2. I can give based on REVELATION. Giving by revelation doesn’t start by looking at my bills.
It starts by looking to my God. This means | determine my gift by praying, “Lord, what do you
want to give through me?” This requires faith. When you make giving a matter of prayer, your
decision becomes an act of worship.

The difference: The difference between giving by reason and giving by revelation is the starting point.
Instead of sitting down and thinking, what can | reasonably give, go to God and say, “Lord, everything
I have belongs to you. How large of a gift do you want to give through me?” The Bible says to seek
first the kingdom of God. Make prayer the starting point for your gift.

3 Prayers for Seeking God

Prayer #1 - God, I'm willing to give sacrificially. Show me the amount.

How do you determine sacrificial giving? You don’t — God does. It’'s different for everyone. This
means we need to go to God and ask, “What do you want to give through me?” Ask God to impress
upon you an amount to give. If you're married, this should be a family decision.

Prayer #2 — God, I'm willing to give generously. Show me how.

God may challenge you with a faith-stretching goal. That’s where faith kicks in. Just asking God
for the amount can leave you feeling overwhelmed. So, we need to pray a second prayer, “God if
this is from you, | know that there will be a way. I'm willing to give, please show me how.”

Prayer #3 - God, I'm willing to give obediently. Give me the faith to follow through.

There is a high probability that you’ll make a decision in faith, and then your car will break down or
some other financial hardship will cause you to reconsider your commitment. You can count on your
faith being tested during this period. If God has in fact shown you an amount to give, stand firm in
your faith. Ask God to give you the faith to follow through.

Two questions to consider in sacrificial giving

Will giving this amount result in a change of life-style?
“I will not sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost
me nothing.” (2 Samuel 24:24)

Is the amount | have in mind faith-stretching? Will God have to
come through for me to follow through on this gift?










