One: Each Person
Matters to God

The BIG Idea

Each person .

Luke 15:4 "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave
the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he
finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and
neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that
in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.

8 "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep
the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends
and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.” 10 In the same
way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents."

God'’s Heart for People

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.

Matthew 9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."
Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is...not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

2 Timothy 2:3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come
to a knowledge of the truth.

Pointing the Way

John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to the Father except
through me.

Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no-one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by
which we must be saved."

Romans 10:13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 14 How, then, can they
call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not
heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?

Taking the First Steps

- Who is my One?

- How can I reach out to them with Christ’s love?

- How can I help them take the next step toward Christ?




small Group DISCUssIon guestions
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Getting Started

Share with the group someone who played a role in helping you come to know Christ? What did they say
or do that made a difference in your life?

Read Matthew 9:36 — In this verse, Jesus uses two metaphors, that of a flock, and of a harvest.

* In verse 37, What does the harvest represent?

* In verse 37, Jesus notes a shortage of workers, based on the context of this passage, what do you envision that these
workers would help do?

* In verse 38, instead of a direct call for workers, there is a call for prayer, what is Jesus asking them to pray for? What would
an answer to this prayer look like?

Read 2 Peter 3:9 Instead of saying, the Lord...”ls not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to be saved”,
it says the Lord is “not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance”

* Why this focus on repentance? What relationship does repentance have with salvation? How can person tell if they have
truly repented and turned to Christ?

* Repentance is an act that occurs at the beginning of our relationship with God, but it’s also an act what we continue to do
—each time we sin. What is the difference, if any, of that initial act of repentance, and the subsequent acts of repentance
after coming to know Christ?

* Both 2 Peter 3, and 2 Timothy 2:3 tell us that God wants all to be saved. If God wants all to be saved, and to be saved,
we need to hear about Jesus, that must mean that God wants all people to hear about Jesus. Can you think of other verses

that support God’s desire for people to hear about Christ?

Romans 10:9 -15

* Verse 14-15 lay out four questions? What are the questions?

* What conclusion(s) does this series of questions call the reader to think through?

* During this series, we're inviting everyone to think of one person they can reach out to. With that person in mind, where do you
stand in regards to the steps laid out in Romans 10. Has anyone taken the initiative to reach out to them? Have they heard about
Jesus? Have they had an opportunity to believe? Have they publicly declared their faith?

* Verse 15 says how can they preach unless they are sent. (reference this to Matthew 9:38, where Christ talks about workers
being sent). How can you tell if you're sent? |s this sending for all Christians, for a group of specially called evangelists or apostles?

How can you tell whether or not this applies to you?

Digging Deeper:

2 Peter 3, and 2 Timothy 2 point to the fact that God wants all to be saved, but clearly, many people will
not be saved. At the final judgment some will spend eternity in the lake of fire. How do you account for
the difference between what God wants (all to be saved) and what will actually happen (some will be saved)?

1) Who is your one? Share with the group one person you can reach out to.

2) In Luke 9:38, Jesus tells the disciples to pray for workers to be sent out. Take time in your groups to pray
that members of our church would be believers who let their light shine and point people to Christ.



